Influence of N-(o-methoxyphenyl)-maleimide on 5-fluorouracil cytotoxicity in Ehrlich (ascites) carcinoma.
N-(o-methoxyphenyl)-maleimide (I), an intermediate obtained during the synthesis of pyrrolidinedione-N-mustards, did not exhibit antitumor activity against Ehrlich (ascites) carcinoma. The effect of co-administration of (I), with established anticancer drugs was studied against P388 leukemia, S180 (ascites) and Ehrlich (ascites) carcinoma. A significant potentiation in the activity of 5-Fluorouracil (5-FU) against Ehrlich (ascites) carcinoma by (I) was observed. The possible mechanisms responsible for potentiation of the activity of 5-FU are presented.